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Go-kart driver races on national circuit

Foot pressing the gas pedal to the floor, 
junior Yashom Kapoor zipped around the 
corners of the Prairie City Karting Track 
in Sacramento. With a line of karts closing 
in on him like a pack of wolves, Kapoor 
desperately fended them off until the last 
lap, where he was eventually overtaken, 
finishing the race in fifth place and third 
overall in the championship.

Although Kapoor felt slightly dismayed 
at his placement in the determining race 
for the KA100 Senior Championship at 
Prairie City, which occurred on Nov. 13 
— given that he was tied for second with 
a chance at securing first — he still felt 
a sense of satisfaction, perhaps even joy, 
bubbling through him. 

To Kapoor, the adrenaline-inducing 
nature of the race and the feeling of con-
stantly pushing himself to achieve higher 
speeds is the ultimate reward.

While many students have some prior 
experience with go-karts, be it at Great 

America or elsewhere, Kapoor races at a 
professional caliber, driving go-karts no 
bigger than a bathtub at up to 80 miles per 
hour.

Kart racing, or karting, is 
an unconventional motorsport 
where competitors race on road 
circuits in open four-wheeled ve-
hicles known as karts or go-karts. 
Karting first rose to popularity in 
America during the 1960s after 
race car builder Art Ingels created 
the first go-kart in Los Angeles, 
with the first organized race tak-
ing place in 1957 in the parking 
lot of the Rose Bowl stadium in Pasadena.

Kapoor’s go-karting career timeline
Kapoor discovered his love for karting 

at age 7 when he visited Zig-E’s Funland, 
an amusement park located in Indiana, 
where he used to live. The park featured 
a miniature go-karting track with karts 
that ran at a measly maximum speed of 15 
miles per hour. Although slow, the expe-
rience served as the gateway to Kapoor’s 

karting career. 
“At the time, I was too small to drive, so 

I ended up sitting next to my dad while he 
drove,” Kapoor said. “Even so, it 
was incredibly fun and I kept nag-
ging at my dad to go again.”

Soon after, Kapoor’s family 
discovered a go-karting track in 
South Bend, Indiana. Because 
Kapoor was too small to drive 
the bigger karts that run at higher 
speeds, he started off by driving 
“mini-karts” with his younger sis-
ter, sophomore Yana Kapoor. 

“Originally, karting was meant 
as a fun hobby for the family on the week-
ends, but I knew from the start that I 
wanted to take it competitively,” Kapoor 
said.

At 8, Kapoor began his competitive 
karting career. Unlike most competitive 
sports that have a national organization, 
karting comprises multiple regional series 
spread across the U.S.
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Teachers, students, and parents alike are 
outraged after a Black doll was found hang-
ing from a noose on a tree in the main quad 
on the morning of Sunday, Nov. 13. Simi-
lar incidents occurred at around the same 
time at Redwood Middle and Prospect High 
School.

“This is a horrible display of racism and 
hate that is condemned by our school,” prin-
cipal Greg Louie said. “It is a direct violation 
of our values of diversity, equity, inclusion 
and belonging.”

Based on security camera footage, the 
district believes that the incident occurred 
around 9:15 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 11, accord-
ing to an email sent by superintendent Bill 
Sanderson. The school is working to try to 
identify suspects and is using security cam-
era footage.

In the email, Sanderson emphasized that 
the “horrific incident” is not representative 
of the students in the school and district. 

Currently, assistant principal Brian 
Thompson is working with the Sheriff ’s De-
partment to identify and apprehend the in-
dividuals. Various classes, including Media 
Arts, have created anti-hate posters, which 
have been posted throughout hallways and 
classrooms.

This event preceded the school’s anti-
bullying week that began on Nov. 14. Louie 
said that prevention of these types of inci-
dents is difficult as the campus is open to the 
community following school hours. 

However, the administration says it 
will continue to stay vigilant against hate 
and racism while promoting longstanding 
school values of diversity, equity, inclusion 
and belonging. u

Racist quad 
incident spurs 
local outrage
BY KathyWang

“[This display of racism] is a 
direct violation of our values 
of diversity, equity, inclusion 
and belonging.”

PRINCIPAL  Greg Louie

Fall play attendance recovers

Kapoor

On the evening of Nov. 12, the lights 
dimmed, the curtains opened and the actors 
on stage danced in the darkness around a 
burning cauldron. The girls onstage laughed 
merrily, and as the dancing concluded, the 
audience erupted in resounding applause 
and cheers as they were treated to the open-
ing scene of this year’s fall play, “The Cru-
cible.” Over 240 people attended opening 
night, dwarfing last year’s show (which only 
drew around 130 people). The play was also 
performed on Nov. 13, 17, 18 and 19.

“The Crucible” is a play written in 1953 
by Arthur Miller and based on the 1692 
Salem Witch Trials. It serves as a reminder 
about the dangers of McCarthyism and the 
Second Red Scare, a period of mass hysteria 
around suspected communist sympathizers 
in the 1950s that was just ending during the 
time of the play’s release. The play follows 
a few characters and their responses to ac-
cusations of witchcraft in Salem. 

Drama teacher Ben Brotzman, who di-
rected the play, said he was happy with the 
turnout and performance on opening night.
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    the needthe need
        for speedfor speed

Courtesy of YASHOM KAPOOR

Junior Yashom Kapoor (left) whizzes past 
an opponent at the Sacramento Raceway. 










